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Brief Academic Vita 

 

GERALD J. MASSEY 

 

Gerald J. Massey, Ph.D. (Princeton 1964), is Distinguished Service 

Professor of Philosophy Emeritus at the University of Pittsburgh, where he 

has been Chairman of the Department of Philosophy (1970-1977), Director 

of the Center for Philosophy of Science (1988-1997), and Professor of 

History & Philosophy of Science before his retirement from teaching in May 

of 2007.  In 1997 the then President of Germany, Dr. Roman Herzog, 

awarded Dr. Massey the prestigious Bundesverdienstkreuz 1. Klasse 

(Officer's Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany) 

for his contributions to German-American philosophy.  

 Dr. Massey took his B.A. degree maxima cum laude (1956) in 

philosophy at the University of Notre Dame (he was salutatorian, ranking 

second in the class behind his twin brother, James L Massey, the class 

valedictorian).  Appointed a Danforth Fellow, Fulbright Scholar, and 

Woodrow Wilson Fellow (hon.) in 1956, he studied as a Fulbright Scholar at 

the University of Louvain (Belgium) during 1956-57, a stay cut short by a 

Hepatitis A infection.  While recovering from this illness, Dr. Massey 

pursued graduate studies in medieval philosophy at Notre Dame during 

1957-58 (M.A. degree, 1960).  Upon substantial recovery from his illness, 

Dr. Massey was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corp 

(he had been an NROTC midshipman at Notre Dame) and was summoned to 

active duty.  He then served three years (1958-61) as an artillery officer in 

the Marine Corps, from which he was honorably discharged at the rank of 

Captain in 1971.  After his Marine Corps service, Dr. Massey undertook two 

years of graduate study (1961-1963) at Princeton University, earning an 

M.A. degree (1962) and a Ph.D. degree (completed 1963, conferred 1964) in 

philosophy, with Carl G. Hempel as dissertation director and Alonzo Church 

as First Reader.  While working on his doctoral dissertation, Dr. Massey also 

served as Editorial Assistant (1962-63) to Alonzo Church, the founding 

Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Symbolic Logic.  
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 Apart from one semester (1967) as Visiting Associate Professor at the 

University of Michigan, Dr. Massey taught from 1963 to 1969 at Michigan 

State University where after three years he was promoted to Associate 

Professor of Philosophy (1966) and, two years later, to (full) Professor of 

Philosophy (1968).  He spent 1969-70 on leave as an Andrew Mellon 

Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Pittsburgh.  From 1963 to 1970 he 

served as Managing Editor of the journal Philosophy of Science, and from 

1964 to 1970 as Secretary-Treasurer of the international Philosophy of 

Science Association. 

In 1970 Dr. Massey was appointed Professor of Philosophy, Chairman 

of the Department of Philosophy (1970-77), and Fellow of the Center for 

Philosophy of Science at the University of Pittsburgh.  In 1971 he was also 

appointed Professor in the University of Pittsburgh’s then newly formed 

History & Philosophy of Science Department.  Dr. Massey was appointed 

Distinguished Service Professor of Philosophy in 1992.  In 2005 he was a 

Visiting Professor at Belgrade University, Serbia, and a Visiting Professor at 

Bilkent University in Ankara, Turkey, in 2006.  During Dr. Massey’s 

vigorous seven-year chairmanship, the Pittsburgh department moved from 

being ranked among the top dozen departments to being ranked as the 

second-best philosophy department in the United States (a tad behind first-

place Princeton but also a tad ahead of third-place Harvard) according to the 

professional rating-system of graduate programs then employed by the 

National Research Council of the National Academies of Science. 

During the 1970s Dr. Massey chaired several national committees of 

the American Philosophical Association and served on its Board of Officers 

from 1973 to 1978.  He served as President of the University of Pittsburgh's 

Faculty Senate in 1976-77.  He spent the winter 1982 semester as Visiting 

Truax Professor of Philosophy at Hamilton College.  On special short-term 

assignment as Associate Dean of the University of Pittsburgh’s Faculty of 

Arts & Sciences in 1984, he drew up the long-range plan for this unit.  After 

serving as an Associate Director (1985-1988), Dr. Massey began what Adolf 

Grünbaum has called “an action-packed” nine-year term as Director of the 

University of Pittsburgh’s renowned Center for Philosophy of Science 

(1988-1997), greatly expanding its international reach, prestige, and 

influence. 
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Dr. Massey is the author of Understanding Symbolic Logic (Harper & 

Row, 1970; Chinese translation by Hsiu-Hwang Ho, San Min Book Co., 

Taipei 1972), of Rules of the Mind, retitled as Introduction to Logic 

(University of Pittsburgh External Studies Program, four editions 1979-

1986), and of The Logic of Quantifiers (University of Pittsburgh External 

Studies Program, 1983).   Dr. Massey is also co-editor (with the late Tamara 

Horowitz) of Thought Experiments in Science and Philosophy (Rowman & 

Littlefield, 1991), co-editor (with John Earman, Allen Janis, and Nicholas 

Rescher) of Philosophical Problems of the Internal and External Worlds 

(University of Pittsburgh Press & University of Konstanz Press, 1993), co-

editor (with Martin Carrier and Laura Ruetsche) of Science at Century's 

End: Philosophical Questions on the Progress and Limits of Science 

(University of Pittsburgh Press & University of Konstanz Press, 2000), and 

the author of many essays and articles in mathematical logic, philosophy of 

science, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, and the history of 

philosophy. Dr. Massey’s formal contributions include duality-based proofs 

of the indeterminacy of translation, plenary sets of truth tables that provide 

an intuitive semantics and simple decision procedure for S5 modal logic 

(which he calls Leibnizian modal logic), and formulations of and solutions to 

what he has named the spectrum problem for many logical systems.  Two of 

his logico-mathematical discoveries―dyadic connectives expressively-

complete in S4 and S5 modal logics, and dyadic operators definitionally-

complete in closure algebras―bear his name. 

Dr. Massey has been hailed as one of the founders of the new field of 

modal epistemology.  In recent years he has been developing a novel 

approach to philosophy, the zoological approach, which takes into account 

what science and experience teach us about animals.  He and Dr. Barbara 

Massey served as guest editors of a special 1999 book-length issue of the 

journal Philosophical Topics devoted to philosophical ethology and 

zoological philosophy.  A self-described citizen of the world, Dr. Massey 

has delivered lectures or made presentations in universities and/or 

conferences in Argentina, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Germany, Greece, 

Iceland, Israel, Italy, Norway, Poland, Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States. 

     Although having retired from teaching in 2007, Dr. Massey continues to 

publish actively and to lecture widely.  Prominent among his recent 

publications are “A New Approach to the Logic of Discovery” in Theoria 

2006; “St. Thomas Aquinas on the Age of the Universe: Pious Advocate or 
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Self-Interested Partisan?” in Divinatio: Studia Culturologica 2006; “A New 

Reconstruction of Zeno’s Flying Arrow” (with co-authors Miloš Arsenijević 

and Šandra Sćepanović) in Apeiron 2008; “St. Thomas Aquinas on the Age 

of the Universe: Replies to Critics”, in Divinatio: Studia Culturologica 

2009; and “Quine and Duhem on Holistic Hypothesis Testing” in the 

American Philosophical Quarterly 2011, a Quine-memorial issue edited by 

Dagfinn Føllesdal.  

In November 2005, Dr. Massey was elected to public office as a 

write-in candidate for a seat on the Borough Council of Stoneboro, a small 

town in Pennsylvania.  He succeeded in taking his seat on this Council in 

January 2006 despite his refusal to sign a McCarthy-era "anti-subversive" 

loyalty oath required of all elected local officials in Pennsylvania.  He 

credits his success to strong support of his anti-loyalty-oath stance from the 

press and from the media generally, and to a ruling by the then Mercer 

County Solicitor, Mark Longietti, who declared the loyalty oath to be 

unconstitutional, as Dr. Massey had himself argued.   

      In addition to his retirement residence in Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania, 

where he lives with his cat Zorro and his foxhound Lazarus, Dr. Massey 

maintains a cottage on his 73-acre horse farm in Stoneboro, where he makes 

hay and trains, studies, and rides Morgan horses.  Until recently, he served 

as an Auxiliary Deputy Sheriff with the Butler County Mounted Posse, a 

volunteer civic organization that conducts mounted patrols at large public 

events.  Sailing the Great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean has been among his 

passions.   In 1982, with Dr. Barbara Massey as crew and her English 

Cocker Spaniel “Winnie” as faithful seadog, he sailed the 26-foot sloop 

SeaBear out of Lorain harbor on Lake Erie, docking thirty-six days later at 

Saquatucket Harbor on Cape Cod.  Writing has been another passion, and 

some of Dr. Massey’s poems are posted on his university webpage at 

www.pitt.edu/~gmas.   

********** 


